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Warm Springs Preserve

February 14, 2023

Joint Council and P&Z Meeting
Touch Point #3 - Vision Plan
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Agenda ACCESS
Neighborhood Connections

Trail Network

OPPORTUNITY AREAS
Floodplain Restoration 

Parking/Entry

Middle Terrace

Fairway 

Southern Floodplain

PHASING
Construction Timeline

1
2

3

Your questions, feedback, next steps…

Touch Point #3 - Draft Vision Plan for Warm Springs Preserve

PUBLIC FEEDBACK4
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Team

City of 
Ketchum

Project Partners

Denver, CO

Community Engagement, 

Landscape Architecture

Boise, ID

Engineering, 

Geomorphology, 

Hydrology

Boise, ID

Ecological Systems

Design Team

Wood River 
Land Trust

Friends of the Warm 
Spring Preserve 

Committee

Superbloom Rio Applied Science & 
Engineering

Ecosystem 
Sciences

North Fork Native 
Plants

Rexburg, ID

Native Plants for 

Restoration



Where we have been…

April 2022

Deed Restrictions established

Community Commitments identified 

including replacement of irrigation system, 

restoration and Master Planning process. 

$ 9 million total:  $8 mil for the property 

and $ 1 mil in reserve for irrigation 

Property Acquisition

Master Planning Process begins 

Master Planning 

May 2022

Community-wide celebration 

Timeline

Opening Celebration

June 2022
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Master Plan Process
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A unique 
opportunity for 
large-scale creek 
restoration near the 
confluence of the Big 
Wood River

Big Wood River 
Watershed Map

“Warm Springs is one of the few opportunities to 
restore the river through Ketchum so this should be a 
priority.” Quote from community member in November 
2022 Survey. Enlarge

 text
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History of the Site 
(pre settlement, golf course, 

today)

A Dynamic Landscape

Add future restoration section 
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A Community-Driven Design Process
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What is the nature of 
Warm Springs Preserve? 
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1
Community 
Engagement

Conceptual design ideas for restoring and 

preserving the primary opportunity areas 

at Warm Springs Preserve A Plan Shaped by You
September 2022 Public Workshop at the Preserve

Public Meetings, Online Surveys, Website & 
Social Media, Stakeholder Meetings (disc 
golf, neighbors, Other Events

June 21 Summer Solstice Celebration

September Online Survey
September 13 Public Open House #1
September 14 Joint Council P&Z Meeting #1

November Online Survey
November 14 Public Open House #2
November 15 Joint Council P&Z Meeting #2

February 1 Neighborhood Access Worksession

February 13 Public Open House #3
February 14 Joint Council P&Z Meeting #3
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# online survey 
responses

november-Dec: 57

July: 108

Total: 264

In person survey 
numbers: 

November: 14
September: 26
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Existing Project Commitments

Warranty Deed

(1) or more 10-ft w pedestrian trail for walking/skiing

(1) pump house

(1) public restroom

(1) storage building (1000sf max)

Floodplain restoration

(24) parking stalls

Community Commitments
New Irrigation System that reduces water use

Flood mitigation

Restoration of riparian zone & floodplain

Creek & Habitat Restoration

Passive park for Open Space in Perpetuity

Off-Leash Dog Access

Informal Activities (disc golf, dog walking, etc.)

Informal gathering space (picnic tables, etc.)

Nordic Trails

Disc Golf

Public Restroom
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Project Principles

Demonstrate Leadership through 
Regeneration of Healthy Ecosystems for 

People, Plants & Animals

Create a Preserve that is 
Connected and Accessible to All. Design for Success over Time Support All-Season 

Multi-Functional Use

Restore the Creek and 
Floodplain

Celebrate & Educate about the 
Past, Present and Future of the 

Preserve

1 2 3

4 5 6
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Opportunity Areas
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ACCESS
Access improvements, and when that might occur 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Habitat enhancement and protecting existing 
ecosystems

RESTORATION 
Extensive support for creek restoration, native plant 
species, reduced irrigation

HOMEOWNERS
Creek homeowners are concerned about how this 
impacts their property & view

DOGS
Park management & relationship between dogs, 
people and wildlife, waste management 

ACTIVITIES
Nordic skiing, bike racks, potential to consider bike 
through path or fat bike in winter?

HARDSCAPE/IMPROVEMENTS
Preserve the open space with minimal hardscape & built 
improvements, pave parking lot

SOUTHERN PROPERTY
Excitement for the expansion 

FACILITIES
flush toilets, ADA and HC are important 

PARKING
Plan for overflow parking or expansion of existing 
parking 

AMENITIES
Subtle ‘nature play’ integrated with ecological 
restoration and educational opportunities 

Big Picture Feedback from November
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1 Connectivity & 
Access
Issues: Pathways are not universally accessible, 

potential additional access points that can make it 

easier to get to the Preserve. 
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A Preserve that is Accessible & 
Welcoming to All

How can we increase access to the 
Preserve for all of Ketchum? 
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Proposed Access Points

1. Ridge Trail  
2. Improved Entry & Parking 

3. Norwegian Woods Entry
4. Connector Trail to River Run
5. Neighborhood Bridge
6. West Ketchum Bridge

Update paths where they 
go off property
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Connecting the North & South 
areas of the Preserve

Excited for the 
expansion! 
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Proposed access 
bridge from West 
Ketchum

Temporary 
access for 
construction

West Ketchum Bridge

BLM

Bridge Connections from Ketchum
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West Ketchum Bridge Neighborhood Connection

Feedback on proposed connections

Norwegian Woods

● Need to improve the access trails 
● Parking at access trail
● Some didn’t feel that a bridge was 

necessary, but that the access trail to 
the creek is important

● Design should consider natural 
materials

● Concern for increased visitors 
to the Preserve

● Impacts of bridges and 
construction on the 
environment and wildlife

● Parking at access trail
● Is a mountain bike connection 

possible? 

● Issue today that needs to be 
solved

● Respect private property; 
public access should not 
cross private lands

● Lots of interest in this 
access point

On February 1st, the City held two public worksessions (Noon and 5pm ) to get 
feedback on these potential improved connections to Warm Springs Preserve.

GET ZOOM INS 
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2 Opportunity 
Areas
Conceptual design ideas for 

restoring and preserving the 

primary opportunity areas at 

Warm Springs Preserve
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Opportunity Areas
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Lower Creek Edge & 
Floodplain 

Opportunity Areas
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ACTIVENATURAL

# ACRES TO BE 
RESTORED

# ACRES TO BE 
MAINTAINED 

Ecological Section 

Dark green confusing
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A Network of Trails
WINTER TRAIL
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Planting Character Zones
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Lower Creek Edge & 
Floodplain
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Lower Creek Edge & 
Floodplain

Why Stream Restoration?
● Logistical
● Ecological
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Log Jam Side Channel New Pond

Pools

Point Bar 
(3 total)

Constructed Riffle

Constructed Relic Beaver Dam

Boulders

Downed Logs

Downed Trees

Wetland
Diversion Point

In Stream Habitat Restoration 
• Increase habitat complexity and diversity (including over-winter habitat)
• Create main-channel pools and cover
• Create off-channel habitat 
• Improve habitat connectivity
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Floodplain 
Restoration

Pocket slide on floodplain 
maps 

Win - Win

● Reduce flood water depth & 
velocity

● Reduce irrigation water need
● Provide space for flood water and 

sediment storage
● Improve riparian habitat quality 

and quantity
● Greater habitat and ecological 

diversity
● Increased nutrient cycling
● Create off-channel habitat

Existing Conditions 
5-yr Flood

Proposed Conditions 
5-yr Flood
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Riparian Fire Buffer
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Floodplain Section 
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Native species along creek 
corridor

Irrigation pond
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Natural Beaver Dam, made from rock, 

soil and willow branches
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Improve 
water quality 
& erosion

Native species along creek 
corridor

Trout lifecycle 
interpretive sign
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Southern Floodplain
Existing Condition 
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Entry & Parking 
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● ENHANCE PARKING TO REDUCE MAINTENANCE
● PROVIDE YEAR ROUND RESTROOMS AND STORAGE FOR MAINTENANCE
● CENTRALIZE THE DONOR CELEBRATION WALL AND TRAIL MAP
● PROVIDE AN ADA ACCESSIBLE ROUTE AND TRAIL LOOP AT THE PRESERVE 

Parking Updates
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Welcome Building | Entry
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Welcome Building | Covered Area & Donor Wall
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Middle Terrace
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Fairway
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Donor Benches

Other Amenities
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Donor Benches @ The Fairway

Manufacturer: Streetlife

Floodplain & Overlook Benches

Benches
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Bench & Picnic Locations

Highlight benches
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Potential Fairway Replacement 

Existing Fairway Lawn

Hybrid Warm/Cool Season Sod

Clover Grass Blend

Native Short Grass Seed Mix Alternative

TBD Cost/Timeline
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Irrigation Zones

FAIRWAY: Permanent Irrigation

FLOODPLAIN: Temporary Irrigation to Establish Restoration Planting

No Irrigation 

MIDDLE TERRACE: Permanent 
Irrigation to be Used Infrequently 
after 2-3 years to Establish Planting 
and in Drought
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Overall Site Plan
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3 Construction 
Phasing
The design process, permitting & 

implementation of the project
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Do you want to show the 

building/road phasing here? 
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Catherine Creek (tributary to Grande Ronde River)
• During Construction

Overall Site Plan
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RESTORATION 
Extensive support for creek restoration, native plant 
species, reduced irrigation

Reduced area of floodplain and increased area of the 
Fairway. 

HOMEOWNERS
Reduced the number of creek access points
Increased vegetation and decreased size of gravel 
point bars point due to concerns from creek 
homeowners about their property & view

SOUTHERN PROPERTY
Excitement for the expansion 
Reduced amenities and trails in the Southern 
Floodplain

ACCESS
Added potential access points 
Prioritized ADA access improvements

PARKING
Revised parking design based on feedback 

DOGS
Created safe access and water features designed for dog 
safety and play.
Added wetland feature downstream to manage pollution 
and improve habitat

ACTIVITIES
Enthusiasm for nordic skiing, bike racks, and maintaining 
disc golf 

MIDDLE TERRACE
More terraced, smaller meadow

HARDSCAPE/IMPROVEMENTS
Preserve the open space with minimal hardscape & built 
improvements, pave parking lot

FACILITIES
flush toilets, ADA and HC are important 

Big Picture Feedback from November
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Public Open House #3
February 13, 2023

Most people are in general alignment with the big picture, 
overall vision and master plan. Some people have 
individual nuanced concerns, thematically grouped below.

Online survey launches tomorrow. 

FAIRWAY ACCESS
Proximity of lawn to the parking lot & potential to expand 
fairway at most accessible point

SOUTHERN FLOODPLAIN
Trails and amenities (too many/too few?)

RIPARIAN SENSITIVITY
How to protect restored, sensitive habitat?

PHASING
Continued thought on reasonable phased approach  

PRIVACY
Adjacent property owners express privacy 
concerns

DOG PARK v NATURE PRESERVE
What will management of dogs be at the site? 
How does management affect ability to apply for 
grant funding?



Timeline

Feb/March 2023

Incorporate comments from 

Council/P&Z, Final revisions, 

compilation in report for 

approval. 

Final Master 
Plan Review

Design team will refine design and 

submit for required approvals, and 

prepare construction ready 

drawing. 

Start Technical & 
Permitting Drawings

Summer 2023

Shovels in the ground!

Construction Begins

2024

What is next? 

Phasing & Funding
Planning

Conversations with current 

and potential donors & 

exploration of Federal & State 

Grant Opportunities to 

determine the phasing of the 

master plan.

Feb-May 2023
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Public Comment
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Question for Council
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Next Steps

The design process, permitting & 

implementation of the project
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Master Plan Process




